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Park 
plans: Peter Goodburn, left, and Chris Stevens are planning a new community facility at Parrs 
Park. 

Parrs Park users are calling for a spruce up and have started plans to develop 
a multi-million dollar community facility on the grounds. 

Peter Goodburn and Chris Stevens, presidents of the Oratia football and 
cricket clubs respectively, last year decided their shared clubrooms were in 
need of a revamp. 

But rather than just work on their own building, they began planning a 
project involving a large, shared complex for all users of the Glen Eden park. 
‘‘We want to create something that incorporates so much more than just a 
place you come and have a beer after football or cricket,’’ Goodburn says. 
“It’s a place where the community can come and be involved in all sorts of 
sporting activities.’’ 

Facilities located at Parrs Park include the Hoani Waititi Marae, Waitemata 
Table Tennis, Waterhole Swim Centre and AFL New Zealand. 

Discussions resulted in plans for anew community centre, which would be 
used for a variety of groups from knitting clubs to netball teams. 


‘Tf you were to build a really good community facility you would have a lot 
of people knocking on your door to use it,’’ Goodburn says. 

‘‘There are a lot of community groups throughout West Auckland who don’t 
have a facility to go to.”’ 

The user group has met regularly since October and is awaiting approval 
from the Waitakere Ranges Local Board to begin the formal feasibility study. 
Sport Waitakere in supported the user group when it put its proposal to the 
local board last month. 

The project will cost around $40,000, which the group is hoping will be 
bankrolled by the Lotteries Commission, and will explore how the complex 
will operate. 

The group hopes the upkeep will be funded by indoor sports — a ‘‘fairly 
unique concept worldwide’’, Stevens says. 

“All the money would go back into the sport, into the club and keeping the 
facility running instead of shareholder’s pockets,” he says. 

Neil Coventry, sports partnerships manager at Auckland Council, is 
assisting the user group. 

‘‘Parrs Park is one of the best parks in Auckland. 

‘It should definitely be a place to go — a community hub. 

‘fA new facility could be a model to spread across other regions, of groups 
working together for a better community,” he says. 


